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Crearuye, as bt 
Dp ro belike Satan, a:Murderer; 
perſiſted in, and: he wilt-nor give” 


aſc he will arr oat aver foe their 
Faichand. all: vo is anger lng. are? Ee Ad 
verſaries do much inſiſt upon this Theam, cryin 
nagar AT 


> axgpe- th Preſeience -of Gad- -of- as extreme” 
and they without offering: Violence to 
\Fore-knowledg of God: and-whatever Ablurdiry : chey eds = 
TS. Petndodwing of abſoluce Reprobariov, 'ſhall accellutily 4 divolve upon them»  - So Ke” 
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ar-Error is concerning Free-will in Mer. BatA/P3/Book : why hedhankd call 
jeal Tenets om ana uncouth,whenas:the Pelagian Hereſy ſures the Rea- 
one jo yy rok allrawuratMengand is very plauſible roche common Peaple. . There - 
is- Popery and Pelagianiſm in cvery ones Belly: by Nature 3 whole Towns and Countries © 
jr mw this Harlot, and wonder aſter her : barNitair »s the Gate, and narrow is the Way ' 
: Truth, and few find it, 1 have read over the Treariſevf Free-will;and find wothing bue - 
| "What is in Cardinal BelJarmize the Jeſuir, The Auchor deſcribes Free-will inthe ſame Terms © 
wich the Jeſuit 3; bur how well does he agree with his Mocher, the» Church: of England? © 
bath he nor undeubredly 'ſpir in her Face, while he-conentedly fits: in her and * 
ſacks her Breaſts ? Did he ever ſubſcribe or-ſweap. to the tenth Article of Free-will; is it 
not diametrically oppoſke tohisBock? Ler the Reader judg, * The Condition of Man ” 
« after the Fall is ſuch, chathe cannot turn and prepare himſelf (mark that). by;his own x 
«"? nn and good Works to Faith and calhng upon God.z-wherefore we have no * 
ts good Works pleaſant and acceptable to God, without che: Grace of God by - 


ming Mark that ?2) that we may have 2 good Wilk--Bur the tmpoyr 
(room -) Ns Tin bar 1 Fre will mln ag pie nd pee 
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p nar. 
This-is noiſom Pelagi ed FREDDIE I oo 
X Our Opinion is plainly chis, and we have Boldnefs in the Trath, viz. In our Conver- 
fion Free-will is pexcher a coral or partial Cauſe, © pt _— OR ON 
j- pallive SubjeQ, recipicnt of chat Vim Gratie diam (as Auſtin called it” the - 
” , Changing Power of Grace, The! Will in Converſion is neither a free” Apenc, "nor. ne+ - 
1 rural Agent, bur an obedience Subjet of the- efficacious Grace of 'God : "This we are 

ro maintain, All che Author's Arguments are in Bellarwine, Prlagins, Armin; 

and anſwered by Bradwerdint, Twiſs, Ames, and Davinant, a Biſhop of the Charchiaf 
Eretend Is't not piry that this Diſh of ewice- ſodden Coleworts ſhould be made ready - 
and fer on the Tablc for the poiſoning of ſo many Souls, making them lazy, proud and 
hyparricical? Without an Anſwer xg widzs, to lay open the Fallacies and Abſurdities 

of this vulgar Error, it may be done in ſeaſon. * In the Incerim I offer a few thimgs'to 
manifeſt the Abſurdities of chis Tener, viz, The Power of vw Sr ts, ym. 9r- 

the Grace of God, being a Partner with God jn Converſion.” © Firſt, See what 
fairh of this marrer. /-+ The Copcourſe of God dorh' not impreſs or work any thiog 

«© upon our Wills, bur immediarcly flows upon the Effefsz it is like to that of ewo-car- 

| «-rying a great Stone, which one of them fingly capnordo; the Will and God' work 
; « eogether in onc and the ſame moment of time, ( bur now mark, the Authorwill 'noc 
5 ſpeak our To plainly, but I ſuppoſe will not oppoſe the Cardinal) yet God works be- 

« 'cauſe che Will works; nor o90'the contrary, 8. 8. che Will works beeauſe God works, 
« becauſe he. did as it were oblige himſelf freely of his own accord when he created 

« Freeawill. Now rhis is ingenuouſly ſpokeri, Againſt this we offer : - x, This takes 
off from the Dominion of NO and rhe efficacious Governmenc of all the Qpe- 
rations of Human Will. 2. This takes away (he Subor@ination of 'Secorid Cauſes to 
the Firſt in their Operations. g.| This make#Man no God's Subje(t, but Compeniow; 
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word 'Jove, dotly inipare; diminifh, or lefſen"rh 
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Now hear a few Queries that ſhould be reſolved by cheſt Levellers, C&operarors,- 
Coadjurors. 1. Whether the Grace of Callng, or the whole Work of God which he ex- 
moral, onl png | 
Efficacy 2. 
Fe-Mind and Wiil, which cauſerh us ro- 


way of Principle, or 
rag bebe] 


follow? 9. When 01 follows, whether doch ir follow and is effe&ed by any 
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_ Having predeſtinated [#5] to the Adoption,” &C, 


+ creed unto Eternal Life, and the Means thereof are decreed in 

* © their effetual working * Some ſingular Perſons are the immediate 

Objefts of Eleftion, the word [447] denotes it ; it ſpeaks Perſons 

fill: All the Adverſaries grant Perſons are eleQed, but here is the diffe- 

rence, ſome think that Perſons are in God's Eye firſt, and his Loye was firſt 

caſt upon them as ſoon as he thought of glorifying himſelf out of himſelf 

among the Sons of Men : and whatever Means (ſome calls them Conditions) 

by which they may come to this Salyation, they are choſen to, they ſhall have 
Strength from God to perform. 25 

The other think-that Perſons are elefted, butout of fore-ſight that they 
do fulfil fach Conditions, and thoſe Conditions are firſt of all ordained; and 
Perſons ſo far as they come under them. Some of them ſay, that the Ob= 
ject of Eleftion is Myn dying, paſt the uſe of Reaſon, who in all probability 
will not return and live to enjoy the Means wherein they may uſe the Power 
of their. Will, to take or leave. Some will ſay-a Man is not elefted while he 
is a Man of this World. 4 | 

Therefore this Order they that are of this Opinion make of God%-De- 
crees.. 1. Goddecrees to ſend his Son into the World, that . he dying his 
Juſtice might be ſatisfied, he might be free apon what Terms he would ſaye 
Men. ' The ſecond” Decree; that Men ſhall have no other Terms for Salva- 
tion, but Perſeyerance in believing on him who hath died for them. Third 
Decree, to give fit Means to make them believe, 4. God-picks out parti- 
cular. Perſons as his-choſen ones, as they falftl the Conditions at the Point of 
Death. . 'Or thus; God conſidered all the ways poſſible that may bring to 
Salvation, and of all pitch'd upon the way of Faith ; this they call Predeſti- 
nation unto Life. 2. Then there is a particular Decree of this Man or the 
other to Life, according as he hath fulfilled that Condition. By what hath 
been ſaid, you may ſee the difference. ; 

This is not God?s Eleftion, to ſay, if Men believe and perſevere in be- 
lieviog, then. they ſhall be elected and faved, then 1 will pitch upon you ra- 
Ther than.others to Life : but this is God? Eleftion, 1 do. take thee, and E 
therefore will enable thee and not others to do all the things 1 require of '* - 
hk -. B A thee: | 3 


T: Text ſpeaks this Truth, viz. That particular Perſons are de. 
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thee; I-will call thee; and 1 will not depart from thee till thon-art partaker 
of Eternal Life ; the Queſtion then is great about-the Cauſe of God's Ele ia 
on, what makes a compleat At of God?s electing ? God chuſes particular 


' ſingular Perſons, Fohn, Peter, Paul, theſe are thoſe God immediately pitcheth: 


upon, not Conditions firſt "and then Perſons, as they fall under theſe ;: but 
Perſons firſt, and appoints tnem to all the Means: I prove this, 1. By + 
Scripture. 2. By Reaſon. 3. I will ſhow the danger of the other Opinion. 

The Scripture ſaith, that the very Hairs of our Head are uumbred, Mat. 
10; 30. As 27. 34. not one falls without your Heavenly Father : 2 Sam.. 
34. 11. - Much more ſurely hath God a Care of all the Heirs of Salvation, 
of all that ſhall be made partakers of that Inheritance in Glory :. things that 
are numbred are that they may.not periſh. If ſuperfluons:things are taken 
care of by the Providence of God, and it reaches to minute-things, as Hairs- 
of the ma doth it not extend, think you, to the Perſons of them that are 
faxed ? | 

The Proofs of Scripture for this are three. 

r. That the Scripture is ſilent about any ſuch way as the Adverſaries ſpeak. 
of ;” now the Scripture is theLight that is given to know the Mind of God 
by in this matter : The Silence of the Scripture In this thing ſpeaks aloud, 
what-it faith nothing of is not to be believed. For in this lieth the very 
Nature and Eſſence of a:Rule, that what is not according to it is not right, 
nor avthentick, not to be ſuppoſed; 10 the Scripture are all the Truths that 
are to be received, and view. it throughout,. and there * Vers a-word-of this, . 
viz. That there are Conditions made of Election if we lieve, and repent, 
and perſevere ;. indeed of Salvation there are Conditions the Scripture ſpeaks 
of, taking Conditions in a general ſepſe,.as they ſignify Means to a thing, or 
a Connexion betwixt one thing-and another : but Salyation is much differ--. 


- Ing from EleQion, as much as the Effect from the Cauſe, and the End from 


the Means; we are ſaved by Grace therefore in the uſe of Means, .but-Ele&i- 
on gives that Grace : Some Scriptures ſeem.to be for them, but of them I 
ſhall ſpeak afterwards. | AS 

2. The Scripture ſpeaks of particular Perſons, ſingular Perſons ele&ed, ' 
where-ever-it ſpeaks of Election or Predeſtination ; in this of the firſt of the - 
Epheſians, predeſtinated [6], i.e. the Epheſians, in diſtinQtion from others. 
In the ſecond Chapter be. ſaith, they were Children of Wrath by Nature as 
etbers, till God. made known his Purpoſe to them by calling of them : It 
muſt have been inſtead of this word [us] Call Men) predeſtinated all Men 
to the Adoption of Children now according to them-we are no otherwiſe 
adopted to be Sons, . but-as we our-ſelves by.our well-doing make our ſelyes 
Sons: We are elefted after we have perſevered in Faith and well:doing to the -: 
end... Rom.3.39. [Whom] be hath predeſtiyated; are not theſe Perſons ſpoke 


Verſe,. 


8 | - »-of 7: the Remars indiſtinRion from others, when the Apoſtle ſaith in the 28th + 


| - | "TIES 4 
Werſe, - All things work together for good, to them that are the called according to * 
tis purpoſe + here is a Purpoſe of God ſpoke of that hath determined | oe 
Perſons, that they ſhall-reteive Profit 'and Good by all AfMittions that ſhall. 
befal them zi there it cannot be ( as-they would have it ) ſpoke of all Men. 

| Aﬀts 13. 48. As many as were ordained unto Eternal Life, believed : This Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks of Ordination unto”Eternal ' Life, ſomething that was done: - 
before'believing ; no Man can diſpoſe himſelf (as ſome would have the word 
Teeyproread and underſtood) for Eternal Life before Faith, this or- 
daining to: Eternal Life is.an Af of God, not any. A& of ours, and it is 
1 fſpokenof Perſons in diſtinction from others : for-the words are brought in 
to give-a-Reaſon why ſome Men did believe the Doftrine preached by Paul, 
and others-contradicted ;-they that were ordained there believed-the Do- 
&rine, as Chriſt ſaith-in another place, Fob. 10. 26. Te believe not becauſe you 
are not of my Sheep. None can believe but thoſe that are-clefted, Rom. 9,18. 
He bath Mercy on whom'he will; this having Mercy is God's Election unto 
E Eternal Life, making a Man a Veſlel of Mercy; now are not here Perſons 
ſpoke of ? To put it out of doubt there are Perſons named In the grh of the | 
Romans, Iſaac and Faceb.;, now he ſpeaks of them not as Perſons who came =: 
to their Eitate of -Ele&ion through any Conditions ; for he ſaith they were 
| ele(ted before they had done any good. ? 
- Objet#, They will ſay theſe two were only: Types of ſuch a ſort of Men 
| 2s are eleCted upon Faith, not Works. Anſw. They were not only Types, 
but they are Exampſes alſo: The Conception of 7/a«c was not typically * 
| only, but a thing that was done; ſ1o alſos the difference that God put be- 
tween him and Iſhmael at his Conception, and the declaring of his Love 
concerning him : but if they were Types only, which is not ſo, ( for it was 
| verified as to their own Perſons being elefted). yet not of ſuch as upon belies 
ving come to be eleted ;. for God it's ſaid loved Facob before he had-dore: 
any good, {0 that he was not conſidered by the Lord as one that did believe, 
- or was to believe and ſeek Salvation by Chriſt in the way of Faith, and not. 
® |} forhis Works; for then he ſhould be conſidered as one who had exerciſed 
. Faith, which the Scripture denieth. #20 
Rom. 9g. that Similitude of the Potter ſhews that God makes a diſtintion 
| of Perſons: The Potter of the ſame Matter forms one Veſſel to Honour, another 
| to Diſhonour ;, ſo God makes one Perſon to be an eleQ Perſon, and thereſore 
| puts him into an Eſtate differing from all others which are not ſo : Roz. x 1. 
7. the Eleftion (3. e. Perſons eleed) have obtained it, the reft were hardened; 
what were thoſe ref# but Perſons? thoſe that are elcQed they are ſuch Per- 
{ons as are ſevered and plucked out from the reſt. 
3- The Scripture that ſpeaks of EleQion. ſpeaks alſo of Means; and' tells 
us we are ordained to all Means which, lead unto Eternal Life: What= - - 
ever are the Condition or Conditions of Salyation, we are ele&ed to the - 
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* fulfilling of them : Ek&tion carries with it a Power to enable us to fulfil | 


what is required of us, as well as fignifies the Love of God: whoby' the 
Means will give Eternal Life. Epheſ. 1. 3. Who bath bleſſed tw'with all ſpiri<. 
tual Bleſſings im Heavenly Places in Chriſt ; if with all, thenwith Faith and Per- 
ſeverance, for they arc Bleſlings and ſpiritual-ones:: then are they giver to us 


in Chriſt, choſen in him the Head ; ver. 4. choſen that we ſhould be holy and 


without Blame : why then we have Holineſs by EleQtion, -Epheſ. 5. 25, 26;27. 
Chriſt gave himſelf for the Church : Now this giving of himſelf an Offering 
it' was according to the Will of God, Gal. r. 4.” which Will of God is 
EleQAion. Now wherefore was it? that be might fanttify andicleanſe it with the 
waſbing ' of Water, by the Word ; that he might preſent ut to himſelf a' glorions 
Church, not having Spot or Wrakle, or any ſuch thing ; but that it ſhould be holy, 
and without Blemiſh, So then If 'fo be that the Perſons that be eleQted be die 
ſtinguiſhed from others in that AQ, then God doth nor firſt chufe a Condi- 
tion, becauſe in that they are alike with others Apain, 'if fo be God do 
undertake the Condition, then Election lieth not upon their fulfilling of. ir. 


Thus much from the plain-Scripture it ſelf : now, ſecondly, Reaſons and 
Arguments from the Scriptures that' Perſons are cle&ed, not Conditions, or 
Perſons vpon Conditions, if they believe and repent, &e. 

1, There is but one EleQion of Head and Members; now theelcCting of 
the Human Nature into Perſonal Union is the Pattern of God's eleRing vs 
to have Communion with himſelf : the Human Nature of Chriſt was elected 
unto perſonal Union with the Divine, and unto Grace and Glory, Mae. 12. 
18.  Ifa.42.1. Mine Elett in whom my Soul delighteth. T Pet. 1.20, Who ve- 
rily was fore-ordained before the Foundation of the World : he ſpeaks of the Hy- 
man Nature of Chriſt, tor he ſaith there, he was manifeſted in theſe laſt Times, 


- © Now the Human Naturc of Chriſt was not choſen of God to be united upon 


any Condition, he required not the Human Nature to do any thing that it 


might be united ; thi-is impollible, for the Human Nature of Chriſt had no-' 


Subſiſtence of it ſelf our of the Divine, ſo then it could not do any Attion ; 


for then it muſt be a Perſon, and united: before it was uinted, which is @ - 


Contradiction. God took the Humin Nature into Union bifore it was in 
an Eſtate of doing any thing, or 2fiog any thing :.then the Argument lieth 
thu- ; ſo as the Head is ele&ed, fo are the Members, fo as Chriſt is pre- 
deflinaced, fo are all thoſe which are conſidered by Ged the Fathrr in him; 
but he was not predeſti ated, cr came out to his ElcQtion- by fulfilling of 

any Cendition. Eg 
2. Reaſon. The Sctipture doth plain'y hold ont, that Infants that die ag 
ſoon as they, bz born, or thoſe har die in the Womb, or before they come of 
Years, if any of them be faved, as who dare deny that: then they are ele&cd' 
of ſuch (the Scripture ſaith) © the Kingdom of God., he means ſuch Chiliren 
- - as 


* - id 


- TED: ; EO 2 
as were brought to him whom. he bleſſed, Children of Diſciples that followed - 
him and. believed on him: The Branches are boly, Rom. 11. and in the ſame: © * 
Chapter the Jews are ſaidto be be beloved with the Love of EleQtion for their = 
Fathers ſake + Children are eleRed, if any are ſaved, none are ſaved but the 
Eject ; it's ſaid Rom. 11.7. the Elefion bath obtained it > but now what Con-! © 


ae: 5. 
/ DB 


ditions did theſe Infantsfulfil of obeying and peric v<ring, when as they were . 


cut off before they were capable of doing any thing, or uſing any Means, 
and God had decreed and determined them unto Death in their Infancy ? 
Rememb*r now that elect Infants dying in Infancy make but one Body toge- 
ther with us of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved. Here are ſome e}e&ted without 
Conditions. t | \ 

3. Reaſon. The Number of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved is certain, the Num- 
ber can neither be increaſed or decreaſed, addcd to or taken from ; there is 
a Book of Lite ſpoke. of in Scripture, Rev. 20. 15. it is a figurative Speech 
borrowed from Men, it fignifies the unchangeable Purpoſe of God in-giving 
Salvation to ſome: now as It is among Men, Names are writter' in Books; 
fo the Names of them that ſhall be ſaved are in God's Mind and known to 
him, certain as if they were written .in-a Book; now this Book is ſo kept; 
that none that are-written here can be blotted out, nor any written that are- 
not already written from Erernity ; ther<fore this is given as a Reaſon why 
ſome Men ſtood and perſevered in Apoſtatizing Times when others fell, it was 
this, their Names were written in this Book; (5. e.) God had choſen them, - 
they mult ſtand, their Names could not be blotted out : Rev. 13.8. Allthat 
dwell upon the Earth ſhall worſhip him, and whoſe Names are not written in the 
Book of- Life of the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the World. Rev. 21, ule. 
Nont ſhall enter into the City.new Jeruſatem but they that are written-in the-* 
Lant”s Bock of Life, that Number written there, and none but that Number * 
ſhall be ſaved : /Rev. 20. 15.. And whiſorver was not found written in the Book, 
Was Caſt into the Lake of Fire: All went co Hell but they, not any added to - _ 
- them, the Nun'ber is definite 3 ar. 24. 24. it's ſaid, if it were poſſible the ve-- 
ry Ele; But if it were vpon Condirion that Men areeledted, this could not 
be ; for th<ſ: are tendered to ail Men, and ſ:fficient' Meansto bclieve, and : 
they have Power to bel.eve or nor, then the Namber' muſt increaſe or de-- 
creaſe as they be'teve or not, perſ. vere or fall off, ro day there are more-to © 
morrow leſs,- more again nd !efs 2g1in, as Men will hold on or not; the 
El.Qtion of a definige certain Number to which rot onecan be added nor 
taken from, doth diametri. ally opp. fe the EI &ion of Conditions, which + 
all muſt be under <qually, and no on» {eparrred from the relt. Pond 

4- If EleQtion was epon Conditions, if we bclieve, and repent; and per- - : 
ſevere, then would he have given Means to all ro have known theſe Condi- - 
tions, elſe very little Love in God to ſet Terms upon which all Men may be 


faved, and yer not to Lt all Men know theſe Terms : now it-is clear from © -: 


; Scripture, - 
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Scripture, that none knows the way to Eternal Life, but thoſe that have the 
preaching of 'the Goſpel, or the reading of the Scripture: Rom. 1.:46.-it's 
ſaid of the Goſpel ;it # the Power of God to Salvation to every ont that believes, 


E for therein is the Righteouſneſs of God revealed from Faith_to Faith; here is the. - 


Reaſon, he tells afrer what the Gentiles could attain to by their Helps, it 
was-only to know there'was a Gadhead full of Power and Wiſdom, but they 
could not reach this, to underſtand the Righteouſneſs of God, and how. 
the Juſt ſhopld live by Faith, -and' depend upon another. for. Salvation, 
and receive the Righteouſneſs of Godz 1 Cor. 1. 21. it's ſaid the World 
byWiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave thens 
that believe : Afts 11. 18. Then bath God alſo to the Gentiles grated Repen- 
tance unto Life. This was when the Apoſtles came among them and-preached 
to them ; till then, notwithſtanding all their Helps, they were in Darkneſs, 
.and in the ſhadow of Death. 

5. Toele& upon Conditions,” is to turn the Grace of God into a Cove- 
-nant of Works, and to put us into that Covenant : This'makes a Covenant 
of Works, viz. That there is a Condition of Life given to vs, and ic lies 
-vpon our Hands to do it ; we are to perform it be it what it will, if 'we are | 
todo it for Life: the Condition to Adam was, Do this and live; but 
now it is, Believe and live : but it is all one as if he had ſaid, Do and live, 
in caſe that our EleQtion dependswpon it- The Article is changed only, or 
the AQ to be done, but the Obligation and manner of-Treaty is the ſame, 
it lies upon us to do it, otherwiſe we ſhall not have the EleCtion of God or 
Salvation | | 

Obje&. But we have Faith given us. Anſw. This makes not a difference, 
this alters it not to ſay we have Power given us,. or the Grace of Faith to 
believe; for ſo had Adsm Power given him to. do whatever God ſhould 
command or did command, this Power he had given him before*he ſinned, 
all bis Abilities were given him with his Being from God ; ſo that they did 
not ariſe (as ſome think) I ſay his Abilities (whereby he was to walk upon 
Terms of Juſtice) did not ariſe from his natural Principle, 


Thirdly ; Now -hear the Inconveniences that follow upon their Do&trine 
that'ſeems ſo plauſible, if you believe and perſevere then God chuſes you, 
if you perform the Conditions 3 he elefts them firſt, then Perſons as they 
Fall under them. | | ws 

1. This is againſt the Perfe&tion of God; for to will upon a Condition 
js but an imperfe& AQ of the Will, it is but a Velleity, a wiſhing or would- 
ing 3 becauſe whatever is witled upon a Condition, is willed disjunftively, 
either I will do,-or I will not do/it. Now'to ſay God doth imperfetly 
will, is not becoming God, who can do what he will do, it only ſaves God's © 
Credit however it falls ot, but it ſutes not his Greatneſs and Goodneſs to - 
wiſh a thing that is never accompliſhed. 2. It 
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| "4 Ie doth not-ſute the Wiſdom of God to'proceed From Generals ts © 
Specials: firſt he wills Conditions, and then Met as they fall under theſs * 
Conditions, particular Perſons as they fulfil them. This argues Weak- 
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neſs in God?s Knowlede, as if be knew not who they ſhould be before-hand.. 


3. It makes void ail Election of Perſons : thus their EleQtion runs,. viz? - 
He that believes ſhall be ſaved : what needs any more except God's Fideli» - © 
ty be ſuſpetted ? If a Prince ſhowld ſay all Rebels that come in ſhall be par= _ * 
_ doned, what need dny more mentioning of Perſons, except you will not- 
give Credit to:the Prince } there needs no Aft of Pardon to be granted 
when they 'do come in; all that do come in enjoy their Pardon, and it is 
not _giventhem by any new Act except there be cauſe to ſuſpect the Prince's" 
er Magiſtrate's Fidelity : There is no cauſe at all to ſuſpe& that God will F 
not keep hjs Word; and make it yu ; for he hath aid whoſoever believes: - 7 
ſhall be ele&ed, there needs no EleQiion of particular Perſons afterwards. . 
4+ It will not ſate the Government of God to have his Will depend ppon+ 
Man's frail fickle Will, and that in the higheſt Things that concern his Glo- 
ry; - wait upon Man's Will, to lacky it afcer Man's Will, and-be determi-- 
ned'by it. | | Rs 1 

5. It's againſt the Nature of a-Decree 3 the Decree of. Eleftion is a ſeye- 
ring ſome from others, as it's ſaid in Scripture, many are called [ few] 
choſen; Mat.-20.-16. the Eleftion obtains it, the ['reſt] are hardened, Rom. 11. 
See, here they are diſtin& from others ; but now. it belongs to allto be under- 
a Condition, viz. if you believe. | ; 

6. This will follow-upon it3- then” thoſe that are elefted may be-damned;- 
and'thoſe that are for the preſent Reprobate, and do not fulfil, the- Condi- 
tion; may afterward fulfil the Condition, and be.eleted and ſaved ;/ which 
is Tidiculous,. and'clean contrary to the-whole Current of Scripture. 

7. If God chufes Conditions, and not Perſons, until ſuch time as they ful-- 
fil thoſe Conditions,. then Chriſt is made a King, without a Kingdom, a Shep-- 
herd without a- Flock, a Husband without a Spouſe, a Head without 
Members, a Saviour without a Body, a Prophet tho he reyeals not God's 
Will- to any, a Prieſt tho none be reconciled ; for it is poſſible none of theſe- 
Conditions may be fulfilled. - OS 

8. Yea, this ſuppoſeth a Power in Man as to his own Converſion; that it- 
lies in him: whether he will turn or no, be converted: or -not be conver=- 
ted, tho God hath done what is fitting for-him, and tho he-hath done what- 
heccan do,? according to the Rule which he hath appointed-to work by. - 

9. It ſuppofetly a Falling from Grace. WE 9 RE YR 

10. lt ſuppoſeth plainly Juſtification by Works : for if a Man is elected, if- 
| - he-continnes in Faith and -Obedience, then is-he alſo juſtified by. Works :- 
| Phe.Conſequence is: eaſy.” | = Gl 
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- Obje&. 1. Jobn 3; 16, God ſo loved the World, that be gave: hicoly begotten + 
Son, So whoſoever believerh Pur not. persfh, &c. Mi thay fora the: Obs 
| jection thus: there is a Love of God common to all the World, that upon 
Condition. they do believe, they may be ſaved, therefore no difterence of 
/ Perſons, only as they believe or not believe : This they ſay it proves, that 
God gives Chriſt for this End, that every one might be clefted if he would 
believe. ) 
1. Thefirſt Anſwer might be as to the word World here : it-is the Ele& 
of God; and this word is ſo uſ:& in other places: God: was in Chriſt re- 
conciling the World] to himſelf; 2 Cor. 5. Fobn 17. that the World may 
believe that thou haſt {ent me. h 
2: /Doth not the Text ſpeak of our fallen Eſtate? for it ſpeaks of pe- 

riſhing ; but ſurely God did not then begia to ele&t when Man was fallen, 
no, the Fall of Man wes decreed as a Means unto the Accompliihment of 
the Eleftion ; whatwas done againſt the ſecond Adam Chriſt, was done by 
the determined Counſel of God, As 4. 28. ſo as to the firſt {dam all was 
decreed.- -God- who is infinitely wiſe, and'governs to accompliſh his own 
End, would not let Sin bs in the World, but that he knew how. to make 
Grace abound ; thereby Grace:began to appear at the Fall, broke out, was 
manifeſted thereby : but Grace was-given' us in Chriſt beforethe World be- 
g2N, 2 Tim. 1. 9. therefore before God did conſider or think of any thing, 
or had any thing in his eye, of what was done in the Worid by us. 

3. This'S-ripture tells you, that what God did he did out-of Love; God 
ſo loved the World : Now this Love of God mult either be natural-Aﬀettion 
in him, or elſe it muſt be a Decree. Natural 4t was not, for then/it muſt: 
extend to all, to the Devil and his Angels as well as. to. Men : thoſe that” 
conceive that there is naturally in God an AﬀeCction unto thoſe that are in. 
Miſery, mult needs conceiye that Aﬀe&tion to be as well to the Devil and his 
Angels (which werein greater Miſery than Men), as well as unto Men them- 
ſelves : no it cannot be that, for thoſe' AﬀeCtions that are in Men are-to be 
ruled by Reaſon and their Will; ſoare God's Afﬀections likewiſe. .So that' 
the Love ſpoke of here, is God?s Electing Love, Love in his Decree, ' Love 
with Choice. I IRE-7; 68 

4. So loved: It is the greateſt higheſt Love God could ſhow to us; no- 
thing able to parallel it, nothing that can go beyond it = ſo it is ſaid, Row. 
5-8. God commendeth his Love to us #n that Ch;iſt was ſent to die for w;, (i. e:) 
he could'not have ſet out his Love more to us. In this was manifeſted the. Lous! 
of God to us, becauſe that God ſent bus only. begotten Son that we might love - 
through bim, 1 John 4. 9. This Love is made equal ro that Love thar he gave 
Eter n:4] Life by, therefore it muſt be electing Love, the higheſt Love':: mow 

« to ele upon Conditions, js not the higheſt Love 3 it's greater Love:toclet 
without a Condition, than to eleCt after the Condition i; fulfilled. d » 
: : a : Ye 
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- comforts them that they ſhould not fall ; Rom. 11. God hath not caſt away bis 


 # the \People, whom he hath | choſen} for his Inheritance, Iſa. 54. With ever- 


Man's (elf +- from God it cannot be, heele&s none but after all is fulfilled; 
not of himſelf, for his Will is changeable every moment. 
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he requireth of them'to' Eternal Life: But if there, be any thing of 0s. 
required at our Hand*that mult caſt the Scale, then we have to glory. 

© 3. Afſurance-and Certainty of Salvation ſprings from Ele&ion, When' -: 
the Scripture would comfort Believers with the Allarance of their Salvation, 
that they ſhould not periſh but go to Heaven certainly, it fetches the Comfort 7 
from the Fountain : The Decree of God taking their Perſons, the Canſtancy* -: 
of the Decree of God, makes that Aſſurance which could never be by' 7 
God*s giving Conditions for EleQtion, becauſe the fulfilling of them depends 7 
vpon our own-changeable and mutable Will, What Afſurance'can a May » - 
have that is choſen under'a Condition ? For when he hath attained tothe 7 
beſt degree of Grace in the uſe of Means, yet then may he ſay, this is no * 
more than what may be done-by him that ſhall periſh: For it is not the'_ 7 
doing this, .tho great, but the continuing to do this, upon which EleQtion is 
grounded and I may fall asothers, and loſe this before Death; no Aſſirance.  } 
this way- But in the other, as we have. ſtated, EleQion there, is to take off. , © 
the Fears of the Saints : when they ſaw the Jews fall, he brings this, and' 


People whom he fore-knew. Ver. 7. What then? 1ſrael hath not obtained that which 
be ſought after, but the Eleftion obtained it, and the reft are hardened. He tells 
you none fell that were-elefted. Pſal. 33-11, 12. The: Counſel of the Lord 
that ſhall ſtand, and his Thoughts to all Generations : then it follows, [Bleſſed 


laſting Kindneſs will I kave Mercy on thee. He comforts them with the De- 
cree, no aſllurance the other way. For it muſt be either from God or a 


4- The Doctrine of Election is a mighty Comfort in times of Sorrow 
and Grief: There are two things that are apt to trouble us eſpecially. 
1. The. Apoſtacy of-Profeſſors, 2. The Trials and Temptations that we- -? 
meet with in the World, viz. Poverty, Sickneſs, Diſappointment, Death - 
of Relations, &c. Now in both theſe caſes EleQtion comforts. 14 

(1.) EleQtion of Perſons : As for Apoſtacy, when they ſay, If ſuch Ce- 
dars fall, what will become of ſuch a Shrub as I? Dan. 12: he ſpeaking of 
the laſt Times how bad they ſhould be, yet adds, and at that time thy Peopls 
ſhall be delivered, every one that ſhall be found written in the Book, Mat. 24; 22 © 
he ſpeaks of ſuch perilous Times, that mo Fleſh ſhould. be ſaved ;, but for the 
LElefts} ſake thoſe days ſhould be ſhortned: In Rom.g. & 1 1. the Apoſtle removyes 
this Stumbling-block out of the way, when the Jews fel}, and tells the Saints 
none fell but thoſe that were ordained: thereuntoz not one whom God  -- 
fore-knew : when Hymenew and Philerws fell, he comforts them with this; - 

2 Tim. 2. 18. The Foundation of God ſtands ſure, be knoweth who e bis. * "4g 
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”_  (2.) As for Aflictions of what ſort ioever, thens is.Comfort in-them.fr 
| the Dodtrine of Eleftion ; the: Apoſtle in Rox, by pu ant The alot 
* with this, viz. We know that all things work, together far good to them that love 
God, tg them that are called according to bis Purpoſe - Calling here is Conver- 
ſion, and that Power-that worketh it, not any. particular Obedience of ours 
following Faith. Whom he predeſtinates, them be calls : his Purpoſe here is not 
' the Object of Obedience which God. hath purpoſed that Men. ſhould do ; 
-- for the Apoſtle brings it to ſhew that the Call is not in our ſelves, but in his 
* Purpoſe; they that are called are not called by, any Obedience or Free-will 
of theirs, but ;according to his. Purpoſe. But on their Doftrine, what Com- 
fort can a Man have when he ſeeth another fall, that he ſhall ſtand by his 
own Might ; and when he meets with Affitions, that he ſhall be the better - 
by them, when many ſtronger.than be have turned aſide and grown worſe ; 
ſome of as much Light and Parts as he, that, were juſt at -Land' haye funk, 
that were at: the very Borders have miſcarried ? He muſt ſay, tho I be now 
in a good State, yet what may be is uncertain z Temptaticns have prevailed . 
upon others, and they have falled; 1 am not ſure till I haye. done all, and. 
that is.not till I go out of the: World. But the other can be comforted that 
receive our Doctrine : God hath choſen my Perſcn for. better for worſe z 
and tho I be weak, he will enable me to do what he requires, and work in 
me all the Conditions, Faith and Perſcyerancetherein, will keep me by his 
Power to his Kingdom ; he was moved by nothing to love me and do me 
' good, nothing therefore that ſhall ſeparate from his Love ſhall be done by 
me : he hath ordained me to be conformed to his Image, therefore all my 
Afflictions ſhall tend to this, to. plant his Image in_ me which he lovess 
Afliftions ſhall be as an Axe to cut off that which is ſuperiuous in me,. and 
that Unanſwerableneſs to his Image. - i 
5. Nothing ſo much quickneth a_Soul to. Obedience as the Knowledg 
that God hath loved our Perſons from Eternicy, and_will bring us to eter- 
nal Life infallibly. The Angels they are particularly elefted, and how full 
of Zeal are they in their Obedience for God ? they are ſaid to be Flames of 
Fire ſent ont to miniſter, Flames for Zeal and Delight in their Service. The 
Apoſtles and Prophets they had the Love of God revealed to them, and that 
their Names were written in Heaven z and bow full of Holineſs and Zeal, 
. ſuffering any thing for Chriſt Jeſus, and rejoiced in their Sufferings ? Epheſ. 
T1. 4. he ſpeaks of Love before the-Foundation of the World to their Per= 
ſons in Chriſt, and what would this do * that we might be holy and without 
Blame befors him in Love. John 15. 1 have choſen you out of the World, ſaith 
Chriſt, What then ? wer. 16, and ordained that you ſhould bring forth Fruit, 
and that your Fruit ſhould remain ;, be conſtant in it : therefore is this Argu- 
ment, Col. 3. 12. Put on therefore as the [Ele] 'of God, Bonels of Mercy, 
Kindneſs, Humbleneſs. - 
| Objeft, 
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- Ohjef. "But who will labour to'be holy, and to walk io HolineG-and 700d 
Works, if God chufeth without the Conſideration of theſe, hath no reſped}” 


to theſe, and fo elects that nothing-can make it void ? 


Is | | £243 


” Anſw. Tho Eleftion be free, and without Conſideration of Faith.6r good 
'Works'as going before Election ; yet none are eleCted but to that Salvation 
Faith and good Works ; we. are ordained to walk ? 
in them to Glory : Faith and Works are the Means of obtaining Salvation, - 
tho they be not the Cauſe of EleRion; there is a_ great difference betwixe - 
Salyation and EleRion : two Scriptures for-this, 1 Pet. 1. 2. Elelt according - 
to the fore-knowledg of God the Father, through Santtification of the Spirit unto © 


which is obtained throu 


Obedience. 2 Thell. 2. 13, Becauſe God bath from- the beginmng choſen you to_*; 


Salvation, through Santiificarion of the Spirit, and belief of the Truth. 

6. The rine of God's eleing particular Perſons is a Ground to try 
themſelves upon, whether they be elected or not, and ſo find upon theme 
ſelves the Marks of EleCtion * This is that the Apoſtle doth intend in Rem. $. 


In giving Caling, Fuſtification, as the Effects of God's Predeſtination; that” 1 


even as a Tree is known by its Fruits, and the Cauſe by the Effets, ſo they 


may come to know themſelves to be predeſtinated. The Apoſtle ſpeaks ex- E 


*prefly of the Predeſtination of particalar Perſons, -for he ſaich theſe and 


- theſe, and none but theſe : Whereas on the other ſide, if God only elect x 
Conditions, then a Mani cannot know himſelf to be elected in this World, 
there is no ſign of Election upon-him,' nothing is to be found in him but - 


what he may periſh with; it is his Perſeyerance when he is paſt all Tempta- 
tion that God doth crown with Eleftion. To conelude this with that Apo- 


ſtle in 'Gal.r. 8. when ſome among them had preached Juſtification by . 


Works, this is that which ſhould be noted to you, it is another Goſpel for 
any to look for Juſtification or Ele&ion by Works. - Exod. 33. 19, God 


faith, 7 will ſhew Mercy on whom I will jhew Mercy; he ſpeaks it of pardoning :-. "1 


The Apoſtle doth expreſly uſe theſe words concerning Eleftion, Rom. 9.15. 
whence I gather it is another Goſpel (and ſo a Curſe pronounced againſt 
them that bring it ) to look for EleQtion from Works, and ſo by Works, as 
for a Man to look for Juſtification and not by Grace. The Apoſtle ſaith it 
is another Goſpel ; Why doth he ſay fo ? becauſe whatever way of Salya- 
tion we make, that will not reveal God's Love, nor comfort the Heart, nor 
be a Provocation to Holineſs, nor fill the Heart with Love again to God ; 
it is another Goſpel, in that it will not have the Efe& of the Goſpel, of that 
Goſpel that ſheweth Salvation to be only by Grace. 


:  Ufe of Trial. - 


"Try now whether you be one of theſe Perſons, for 'God chuſeth Perſons. 
To ſtir you 'vp to the Trial, 1: mu may ſafely do it,-no dang 
' 2 | | 
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Deſpair or Preſumption. Satan hinders this as much as may be : 1/; He tells 
* gs it wedoir, there will beno end of our Doubts, but we ſhall come forth:of 
| this Enquiry more ſcared and amazed. . 2dty. Sometimes tells the Soul God's 
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Eoveiis equal to all, 3d. Sometimes gives a falſe Ballance to weigh the 


BY Soul,;by ſome crooked Rule or other. 4thly. Sometimes he puzzles the Soul 
" with many Objeftions ;; it is dangerous, he caſts in this, to go about it *.*twill 


make one caſt off Holinzſs, make one preſumptuous if he;can attain it, and 


- Geſpair if he attains it not 3 that itisa Secret belongs to God, and: that 


ne can come to know it, &c., yet we ſay it.is very fafe to enquire.into 


[- thatwhich God revealeth, that we may believe it. _ Yet, 


1. It is modeſtly, humbly, and warily tobe looked into; our Heads will 
be dazled if we alone look into this Depth, as he that looks down a ſteep 
Place tumbleth-with the Giddineſs that: is. wrought jn him thereby : Many 
have fallen becauſe they have not looked aright into this DoQtrine z if me fo 
-Jow the Light of the Scripture, there is no danger. It is a Secret, as is ſaid, 
:a$ to;the Cauſe.of it, why one is choſen;;and notanother ;\butas to.the.Per- 
ſons it is not a Secret, for it is revealed, Rom, 8. Thoſe that are caledand 
Juſtified, 2s to Perſons that axe adult, theſe very Perſons, and.none elſe be- 
ſides them, are predeſtinated and ſhall be glorified.;; thoſe; whoſe Jfliftions 
mnake them more conformable to_Chriſt, yer. 29..; thoſe that truſt in him for 
Juſtification :. ver. 33. Who fhal lay any: thing to the charge of God's Ele ? 
The Levites might look into the Ark, and none elſe; ſo thoſe that are cal- 
led; may refic& upon Election from whence this proceeds. | on 

2. Take this Caution ; In the Enquiry you are. ſo to ſeek it as to ad- 
vance the Grace of God. in/ the ſeeking: of it, without hindring the Work 
of Sanctification; ſo that Holineſs may-not be hindered. . Some do fo look 
after. this, that they never mind the other ; yet ſo to look after Santtifi- 
cation, that the Love of God may not'be leſſened. The Works of God?s 
Grace it thee. are not ſo to be inſiſted on as to think. that for them.thou 
haſt God's Grace of EleCftion'3 neither is God's EleCtion ſo te be thought 
Onz- as that: it will ſaye-thee! without Grace in thee :. Grace inherent, .is'the 
Meſſenger of Eleftion,: a.Stream from the Fountain, an Effect of it 3: where 
there is Heat, there is Fire, . But why God ſhould work this in thee rather * 


- than another, it is-his Free-Love : and-the' Reaſon why he loves thee.and 


not-another, was.not thy Grace that was in thee. 


Uſe II. Mach Profit comes.by knowing.our. Eleftion.. . | | 

1.. Hereby we ſhall anſwer that great Queſtion that is in the: Mind 

of a Believer, viz. Whether, Cbriſt bein him ? 2 Cor. 13. 5. Know 

you not ? he ſpeaks of ſomething known to all Bclievers, know you. not ?- 

(4. e.)' yow:do know, that. Chriſt:is in. you : all Believers know. this; that 


--Ghriſt: is in_ them. by. Faitb, except: they. 'be. Reprobates«. The: plain 


Meaning 
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Meaning. of it 1s ak; ers Oita thee hare God 
doth long .affor <7, ole dn Boer 6 en 
hem, }if,chey refiſt it,'an reſt it totally, there. is reaſon to fear that. 
| Proparcss ; Ars s.true.inay be in one, vas þ Weg 1 Sy oh but 
Chriſtians fear, £ if fo be Chriſt be not in them under the Means, ther 
then they are not.accepted of God, + 

I... 


ſhall 

Re ty ; +t -Apoft ſtle romforts the Romans, againſt Aftlitions, thae 
.j-01 be. ve, for them; ; becruſs they were called Accor ding | to bis roi 
; US. nil ir go ly Mag under. Afidion, but that-he ſhall be the 
better ingoff the Affiictions,or Support, under, them 3 but 
it is oply this: AS EE [;quiet, that they ſhall work together for good, As a 
COVETRs; Man. 1s a Cop co ntented to have:bis < unlefs he, may, baye Profir © 
by, it;3.ſo.a,godly Man: OG, rome aol his FE SOUge 4 AMiQti Hy 0x: 
cc ic w. better by it.” Now:this we ee by knowing our 

| = LA EN Ou. WH] be enabled. to. af, od the aiſe'a 
the net: of Ns Grace ace is if Elefting re: "Thoſe that know 
their EleQion, their Hearts will. be exceeding humble, for they ſee nothing 
in themſelyes moving,God to have a-Love to them':. this will empty: the. 
Heartiand lay it-Jow, and. cauſe it to waguify Grace mightily. | 


Your Eleftion may be known 3 
1}. It is an. A&. that is palt,. and hath-a Being, in the will of God from 
Rornbey's ; things that are to be:known, muſt have a certain wg : Ee 
letion hath, be knoweth who are bis ;, and he know of —bdior are his only, from 
his own good Will and Pleafure: Rom. 11. 34- hath known the Mind of 
the Lord, or mbo bath been bis Connſellor ? Now. Eleftion upon Condition is 
from a Man's, uncertain, fickle, ſlippery, mutable:- Will; {6 can, Dneyer be - 
known, and-hath no Exiſtence. 
2dly. It pay. be known, for-it is an Act of God which he will not reverſe 
nor-repeal;..2 Tim, 2.19. The Foundation of God ftands ſure, the Loyd knowerb' 
who are his;: _ As ſure as the Knowledg of God cannot be deceived, ſo he 
cannot calt off them that he hath choſen, The Foundation of. God fkatids Jot- 
tho, Profellors fall, ;and eminegt. ones, yet not.one that \ as: of the F6u) 
tion. of. Eleftion-+ | 
2dh. It may,be known, for God hath made known who ire the T of 
Mercy - Heb. 6., 17, Wherein God willing more. abnndantly to. ſhew unto the 
* Heirs 4 [regs the'Immutability of his Counſel, colonel] it by an Oath, His 
| © _ Fx n to: the. Heirs ob, Promiſe by the Oath ua: 


' aith,. } their Eleftion 1 and | not by Rey 
tion Ibo oe Ap A3 he had Li av oi which he was to ph a _ 
rang but he he ode of. Mens. Perſons by their. PraRtice. The La; a 
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W herebFs. that by every Affiction we ſhall be the better : <4 
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tion in themſelves. 


diſtembles, which cannot be 
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OhbjeZ. But it will be ſaid, Many have been deceived,” and thought they 
have had Evidence of it, when they have not ; they have taken theſe things 
for Signs, in which there was no Light. | 
 Auſw. Some have taken Braſs for Gold : Will it follow then' that there 
"is no difference betwixt thoſe-two Metals? If Men have been” deceived 
with falſe Coin, they ſhould learn to go try them at the Touth-ftone. © © 
1, If you will know your Election, it is required 'you ſhould be thoſe 
* whoſe 01079 Senſes are exerciſed to diſcern of things : Yon muſt have 
a derſtanding of ſpiritual Matters z Novices will not: reach this : 
H iſy may. be ſo finely drawn as that it may be taken for the Power of 
Gollinef by Men that are good, and counted great Men. 9) JHA 
2. You muſt have the Connſel of the Spirit, beſide /yoour own Under- 
ſtanding z 1 Cor. 2. 11, 12. None knows the things of a Han, but the Spirit of 
a Man that i in him , ſo the things of God none knoweth, but the Spirit of God : 
and this Spirit which is of God, ts received that we may know the thing, that are 


freely ' 96 u of God, ; AA : 
, That you may: judg aright, you muſt judg by the Scriptate ; * 
Nh Reaſon or Lou way Jock Tus Privilege, or ts Ain ez. notb 


Ao rTwaſlor' gr Feltinio.- 
ny of others, or the Perſwaſion of a Man's own Heart only. \ 


Firſt, 
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tes they would pafinks "They that hes a v4ne 
| lly, if they hold that God'doth know before-hand; 'who 
will do well a Tos will.oot.; yet they muſt hold no Man knoweth h Bi 
lefion but by .pmamediate: Revelation 3 becauſe. as none Knoweth what 
do at the point of .Death-but © ol Gods ſo none bug he can immediate- 

y reveal what he will do with us, and what we will aha” In. aol 
Times ſome have made light of the Word of God, as a low Rule, as a Lig] 
in.a dark Place, as-a Morniog- -Star- only): which withdraws when the gh | 
comes :. they; haye been given; up. to ſtrong. Deluſion, and they have ſeen 
(they /tell you) Glory. like to the $oot tha the Son- of God, teſtifying to. 
them that they are in the Fayour of God. But. God doth not ſpeak now to 
Men immediately, butby Stripture :.. The Spirit makes uſe of the Scriptures 
now in'this caſe z if we would prove our Election, it muſt beby our callin 

bare our calling mult be proved by. the Word of Gods. through which 
CAaus.. 

"Secondly; Reaſon cannot give nan Alta of our Election : For this 
dath not; know, neither .can. know ſpiritual-things ; 1 Cor. 2: 14. -But the 
natural: Man receiveth nat the things of the Sparit of. God, for #9 are Fooliſhneſs 
wo: him ;, neither. can be know them, becauſe bs are ſpiritually diſcerned, Reaſon = 
is led by Senſe and F celing 3 and therefore biaſſed in Judgment. 

no Nor thirdly, -You muſt judg of it by external Privilege : So. the 

Ny. Rom. - 9, began 4 Roar were agg che Oracles of. God: 

they-were rejeted, was not troe ; they thought they were 

cherefoel eternal-Life, becauſe they were  elefted unto the Means ; - but it is 
not fa, An many are called, but few choſen. 

Fourthly, The Teſtimony of a Church will notdoit: A Chriſtian it's -_ 

ENG bound to take their Teſtimony as a Help to clear his own Cale and * 

to help him to make a'Judgment of; himſelf, whether he 1s 
mas perocy ork Ordinances; / This is to be taken as to. the Jadgment of Mens 
Graces, and it is a Divine Teſtimony ; for it.is an Ordinance of God, but 
it:is pot-full and-compleat 3 you muſt have other Grounds than this. 
not reſt in this, that God hath plucked - you out.of the World, and call'd 
you-te1a; Ghurch,-and: you enjoy Ordinances upon the Teſtimony of t 
Saints's but Ly as curious to. know your. Election from the Spirit and 
Word, as if you were-not of .a Church. 

Fifthlys: It-is-not by a-Man's, making Judgment of, himſelf from! te Per- 
ſmaſonof his own Heatt,;. for many Eyes ſee more than ane. | It's. hard 
a Man to walk ſo evenly as to eſcape the Obſeryation of vigilant Saints, : 
walk with God, and have their Eye-fight _ done ! 
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- not equal. Arbitrators, they look npon the Cauſe as their own, a 
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| they were juſtified : now ſaith the Apottle, arkgs poem | 
wer of bim that calleth you. It is no warter what you think -of your ſelyes; 


"you muſt have a Teſtimony. from him that calls : ſo no matter*whir "thop 


thiokeſt; or mayeſt think, unleſs God juſtify and ratify. and teſtify ir to thy 
Spirit. Now the ihterying of your ſelves onght to be dons, 
Mi 


1. With much Joftice and much Impartiality to a Man's Rf : Av ina 


Court of Juſtice a Man muſt not regard whoſe the Cauſes, but the Cauſe is 


- Telf ; fo muſt a Man in the Judgment of himſelf. Allowances are to be given 


of Grace, and the Time they have been under the Means ; 


— for the va. dip | h 
but as to the Truth of .Grace, the Perſon muſt not be @n ſidered at all. 


Sometimes when we fall npon the Trial of our ſelves, 'our Eyes are blinded 
with Anger we have falfen into ſome Sin, and upon it there hath been a 
Spirit of Indignation and Wrath'1n vs agaiaſt our ſelves, 'and we are very 
jealons of every thing that Conſcience can ſay, or which our Ways'do 
ſpeak : faith Conſcience to a Soul, Thus hath it been with thee ſometimes, 
viz. thou hait ſought the Lord, and feared him 'above all things, his'Love 
was better than Lite z thou thonght'{t it a Burden to live longer than'thou 
hadft the Kiiles of his' Lips: 'Saith Conſcience again to'a Man, Thou lieſt, 
through the Wrath that is fn him's- Why doſt thou ſpeak'thus tome ?"How: 
1ong ſhall 1 charge thee in the Name of the Lord, that thou ſpeak-natbing 
bur the Truth ? Can there be the Love.of God and the Love of Sin-? What« 
ever I have done, it 'is no more than what a Hypocrite may'doz'andiIam 


afraid it will prove ſo. This is a Judgment blinded with Anger. Atanother 


time we are. in love with 'our ſelves, and indulgent tour: ſelves; then 
every little is much,” and every probable Argument a Demonſtrations ant 
this is-the Reaſon why Men miſtake 3 they are not in cool ENG are 

' Not upon 
the Cauſe in it ſelf; Ofr-times our Judgments-are raſh 'and Indeliberace, 
pon a ſudden Apprehenſion, ' without weighing and pondering of whar 
went before, or what may follow-after. The Rule in this Caſe is this, 
That therefore when thou haſt- any Conceptions of thy fpiritoal Eſtate, 
thar thou let theſe abide in thy Mind ſometime before thou paſs:a:Judga 
ment on thy ſelf. Haſt thou any Thought comes into thee of 'the- Love 
of God? keepit, nouriſh'it, lodg its fitthee down alone, weigh it, exc- 
mine it, conſider whence it took its Riſe, conſider what its Effe&is in-thee. 
When. thon findeſt” ir came in according to the Manner of God's Working, 
and it works divinely and heavenly in thee, then let it be' as a'Decree,. not 
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their own Conditions. In Gal. 5.8. there were Rin WeyrdB 00 that Yikes 1. 
er! that bec aſe thiy'd1d fo and fo, according to the Law. of Maſon, ; 


ro be altered. ' As Saints fall into Sin through Indeliberation, and:want of | 


cobſuſtingfthe Marter, and judging by the ppm __ ſo th 
-becaule o1t heed- 


and without Conſultation. 
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. of the Times, tbat the World may know-thon 
F; that thoſethat do ſuch things cannot have aſſuranc .tnat the 
© a Man's ſelf in any one Sin; or the vegleCting'of any one knowir Duty, is 
_ "the Cauſe many times that Aſſurance is not given. =o fy 
4+ Suppole that be noxthe Caſe, yet it may be thou takelt not the Hints 
and Opportunities God gives when he would ſpeak -his- Mind to thee, 
or thou withdraweſt when he hath fpoketi a word of two, thou haſt made 
nothing of it: yet fuch there have: been upon- thy 'Spirit, and thou haſt 
- net regarded them; every Tonch of God opon the Heart, every Intimati- 
on is likgg CharaRcr, which is but a lictle Daſh, but ir contains! 
Word : vr like fome Hieroglyphicks of the Heathen, a whole / | 
... comprehended in one Sign-br: lnage : So if ehou haſt been able to ha 
+ - conſtrued of expounded that "Touch of God upow thy Here, it woul 
F. _ have told thee the Loye- 6f God from, Eternity: 
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3 x5 grows but into-more and | 


lexities : and as 1'ih- 
e. but in-two; ſo in eſe coy bodanſe they its Flbch'oe ave th.10y 
| ians , every one that is born of 'God, believes' on' him and-loves 
 * him: And 1 may truly call theſe two,” to 'be as the two great Lights that 
-, God hathgiven to the Souls of Men in this Buſineſs; like the two great: 
Commandments ; all that can; be ſaid on: any other Head hangs on theſeu 
take what you- will as a Sign, what'Duty:you will,-if- it comes "not from! 
Faith and-Love; take what Graces you will, if they be notalfturned: upon: 
-” theſe-two Kivges, Faith and Love, they will give no Aſſurance at all :* if 
>. - youcan find Faith and -Loye,! you may be ſure there  argother: Iced; yo 
3 they are never alone. 
* 1: Faith is a Sign of. a Man's Eletion, and that l take tobe the meaning 
of all thoſe Scriptures which make Oalling and Converſion to'be the Fruit 
and Mark of Election, the out-going ' of ElefQtion 3 2-Tim. 1./9; Who hath 
called us according to bis own Purpoſe. -1 Theſſ: 3. 435+ Knowing your Eleftion'y 
for our Goſpel came net into you tn Word only, but in Power. © And Calling and: 
Converſion is put ſometimes for Election, -1 Cor."1."26, .Yow:ſee your Calling, 
Brethren 3 ver. 27. But God hath choſen, &c. All-theſe prove that Faith'isa 
Sign of, Elethion. By Faith we anfwer God's Call; =He that barb beard and 
learned of the Father, comes to me, Joh.'6. 45. The Goſpel-comes anto/Mcen | 
in Power, when it is the Power of God/to make Men believe; Remi. 1746; | 
For. 1, am. not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; for it "is the "Power tof Gedro' | 
- — pak fo every one that believeth: the meaning is not, that firſt'Men have 
Faith, and then the Word of God : is the: Pawer of 'God to Salvation, 
for that implies a ContradiQion ;. che that; believes bath : Salvation, and. 
a Power. whereby he: may. come ts Eternal Life': but it is' the Power of _ 
God to Salvation to every one that believes,;(s. e. )«by i every one 
= ſhall be ſaved to believe, whether they be ah or Orecine” 


. 


But to- make it more clear. + | 376 it 

-4, Faith is in no Perſon but one that is _ that particular Perſon is 
eleted which bath Faith; therefore the 2_ edeſcribes. Faith-by the Snb- 
> je&tof it, and calls it the Faith of God's. Eleft,, (%s. ) the Faith which the 
= Elect, and only the Eleft haves Tir.1.1. AQ; 13.48, As many 4s were ordained 
=: $8 Erernal Life, believed. For the opening of which-you muſt know that the 
Apoſtle doth not mean by. ordaining to -Eterval Life, Mens diſpoſing of 
themſelves, or being in'a'good Diſpoſition or Aptneſs to-improye and _ 
uſe of the Means ofiEternal Life ; and whatever be meanr'by. ordainingy 
Faith doth - follow ypon' It. certainly,: but it doth. not- follow apon'Þ lens 

| Sine of nN till ſuch time as Men do believethey:4te nathraly 
Y loca ous AND 4 ig natural IR; wag i operator? We - 


res a Prineipte of Fanth, no- more than a-Be 
ts gona of'n wy or a Want the things that belong "10 
an Angel.-. By ordaining, the Apoſtle means God's ordtinibe” b | 
and they cal believed; ſo the words [« many] are; to be ” derſt od...-- 
As many, he doth not mean, tbat- all that were in that place believed; but - 
only thoſe were ordained. Faith is a meer Fruit, of ElcRion,; there had - 
been no ſuch Grace but for Ele&ion other Graces afe neceſſary to 'make a. 
Man innocent, other Graces come-from God% Holineſs, and: rhe love 6f - 
his Creation. . God canriot but make Man good, if he will make Man atall z.% 
but Faith comes from God's Love to ſave Man, andit is nothing elfe but only -1 
{Soul's repoſing it ſelf for Life (being g ity, and liable to ones 
uþ6h God the Father through Jeſns Ch : this Is Ales tad het ;. this God 
F-4s not have beſtowed, bur that he Oey L Cotd' from ViS/Love © y 
for ſinking Man to1ay hold on t \ ard Ar dr ok 
'2. It is a Sign of Elettion ; for where God begins it,_heever Kaneko 2 
till it be grown-up from the leaſt degree to Perfe&ion, rill the fmal) Muſtard. Ef 
ſeed become 4 great Tree. This 1s the Charater of all things*that- MY. 
from EleQion, that God never ng of - them; "Rom. T1. 29, "for the © 
ory Calling -of God are wit t Repentance :/ he ſetsout” the' Cer - 
nty of God's El hho els by this; God never repens of the Work of Faith :- 
But he tht have Eternal Life. As In Job. 6.35. He thre: $3 
lieves, Prory never thirſt. Ver. 37. He that comes, 1 will in no wiſe caſt 'out + p 
Every one that believeth on him, all bave Et ertal-Life. : Ver. /40, "This is the 
Will of him that ſent me, that every one that ſeeth the Son, and bilirveth "5 
him, may bave Everlaſting "Life; and 1, will raiſe bim up «t the laft day.” 
- Theſe. words are put in, becauſe wet will - be apt: to {ay,' Death ahd 3 
the Grave will devour, 'and how'can this ſinful Duſt; : ry fnts-all-*. 
the Corhers of the Earth, ever come to be Partakers'of- Glory ? Take you 
no cars for that, my Father hath ſaid, I have Pow io 
} by 2" M 


enough to-do 
it ſhall be my Work, I wilt-raiſe him 'vp at the affDay. ”"Y 474 
faith it; and: he faith it with an Oath, #-- verily 7 ſay wt 43 


.- that believeth on me, bath Everlaſting lating Life." Rom -10-'It. Fd the's tuft 
ſaith, Whoſcever believeth on hint, ſhall not be* confuunded. "So x Pet. 2 6.' Bee". : 
bold, 1 lay in Sion « chief :Corner-Stone; elebt, precione ;, - and he that believes » | 
on him, ſhall nat be aſhamed. This might be brought as.a Sign- of Election, * 

becauſe it-is of ſuch Power with- God,' as to prevail with- God for every. 
thing; Mat. 21. 22; Ret: whatſrever ſh, 

bd Jhal 1 Funny: *t. f, : 3 _ , fs . 


56 * Objedh.- if any fo that the- Yeriphird! ſpeaks of many” that: bel 
pes ou Seeker hoy: do wy NY Gift 0 


PEAS, 


- Fob. 2. th mml —— 7; 7%! 
pA | d. Believers. after the manner of Men, not becauſe; 
- they bad Faith, but becauſe they ſaid they had. Faith, -and. made Profeſiion. 
- of it: That is the Language of 'the Holy. Ghoſt in Scripture, Zames 2. 34. 
Tho 4 Man. ſay be hath Faith: according, to that Phraſe, if thy Brother 
fin, and ſay (Ls 5p hims _ (4, &) ,profeſieth his Repentance : ſa. Men: 

but a dead Faith; .for 'the Life of Faith 


+ - Tay they bave Faith, and yetart 1s. 
--is immortal and paſleth not away. . 


it 24 £ ” . 
= © Obje&, But 1 doubt. whether 1 bave Faith. - -_ 
-. nſw. By this thou mayſt know it, if the Goſpel hath come to thee mn 
Power; not in Word only, 1 Thell,1.4. (z.e.) when'thoucameſt to hear the glad 
-" Tidings of Salvation by Chriſt, which is the Goſpel-Dotrine, - when.thou 
- " cameſt to hear of the Love of God that is {o free and large, and the Spriag: 
* of all Good from God and of Holineſs in thee : thele things.thau didit not 
give a bare hearing to, but they came preſling on thee, as the things that... 
|. myſt be believed, that were necellary to thee, and commanded. thy Spirit. 
' * When thou cameſt tobe in Aﬀiction, thou, couldlſt truly ſay, if thou mighait 
 - bave thy Wiſh, it would not be to be freed from Trauble, bat to bonour 
., Chriſt in Trouble; thou careſt not what. Trouble thou haſt, ſo-thou may 
but get more hold on, him : Tho thy lazy Spirit begins. ta be weary in 
-=—qoiling in the uſe of Means, or Suffering for Chriſt ; thou countelt thy ef 
= vile and unworthy becauſe of it. - This Work will. prove tby EleCtion to 


|. be true. 


_ Obje&. But 1 have bat little Faith, if any. _ ; 
Anſw. 1. It is not the degree, -but.troe. Faith-that argues Eleftion.. . ; 
©", 2. Loyealſo is a Sign of Eleftion as well as Faith. Faith-is ourchuſing 
of Gad, ſo it is a ſign of God's chnſing us3 thus our Love to God, is a 
”* Ggnthat God lovelas. As the Sun in the Firmament by its RefleQtion upon. 
"a Clond makes another Sun; "the Seal leaves it ſelf upon; the Wax when 
'- > impreſſed; A Father begets a Child in his own Likeneſs :ſo Love in vs.is the 
*.- * very Image of EleCtion, Love is but. 2 Reflection of God's Love vpon us: | 
* We love kim becauſe be foſt loved ms, i Job. 4 1g. $ 


| How may we knaw that we love God ? ; 
1. God by cleQing vs, wills us Good ,, ſo we by Love, will Good and Ho- 
nour unto God. We ſay, O that his Name may be glorified, and-bis- Wall - 
' done on Earth-as it is in Heaven! he longs for this, prays for this, as 
for this, defires one mare than God's Glory ta be fat up- on Eerth, 
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:alure, a are in comparifon. Ef 
| : Coll Wk eftion oſs he oyes-uis 3 he cannot but love us, |? Ni 
ſo we-cannot but love God. The Love of God lays 2 Law upon himſelf," 


_Loveputs: ppon'us :. The Love of God is faid'to conſtrain, 2 Cor... + 
+ . 4 GoExelefting is es, horny ring? ive z fo. out Loveto God is free {3} 
. Love.+ Benefits indect re Love 1s pitched chiefly upon 4 


>. himfelf, « n'bix - yf He lineſ 6 Gor neſs. hich are- bis Nature : he vr ome 
-. are Motive, and theybethe en in hot in SOM | and'Worth : {3 
. We come © fore him It Rngeh note. than his Gifts. . 


A word of Caution-in, the Cloſsz tl by theff 1 two yoo may Fic A 
you are -eleted, ” "yet Sy be deed in w re not. yer wrought. - 3 
Ekion 15 as by. Grace inherent; bur'Grace i lot wrodght in every. -7 

. one” that is. clected-until/ God's time is cone : Etetion'is an AQ: of God 
*concerning the Creature, not-apon the Creature, as SanRtification is, and 
therefore:makes a Teal and. preſent Change: 'A Man may have a purpoſe 
_ a Houſe z long while before he lays one Stone towards it, fo God ©® 
parpety to pive Grace long. before. he gives it. God ppoſed to create 


tare iow long before' the World was:'So God rar ey 'to-create - =} 
his Image in ſame Men-whom' he lets go on'a great wh in their Sins. 
Let not then the want of Grace make” you conchide againſt your EleQtion,  * 
EleQtion, it's true," is to Qualifications,” and cannot be known but by the * 7 
working of xhem) in us: but, we may be eleted and-have no preſent Qua- © 
lifications.....The Signs of EleRion'are given, t that. ou may.,comfort them. - 
that do believe already 3" bur you muſt not conclude, that you {hall never» 2 
believe thar' do not -now- believe ; the Scriptore ves not Signs: for any: Ke 


. ſuch end as that :Tt's true; it's Nid in Fob. 12. 39, 40. They. cou!d-nat be- 
pr for God had bardened their Hearts, and box. their Eyes, &c: That is-** 
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dreadful,” but mark, that you may not t Uſe @uraged ; «Theſe Perſons to, © 
whom God doth declare they are not "a te pv or, f aL ak that! 
only lived in.Sin,. for-ſ6 do all the Electigh be converted. Nory. 2... - 


ſuch-only- who. had the Means, and yer. tf upon by Eans': | 1.7 
for-God calls. at the eleventh Howr in the 'P 5 rable ' Mat:20, 2s 7 Ns þ Ch 
they haye ſtood out obſtinately to the very "Eſt of their Days, Bp. 7" 


_ of the World. 3. Nor ſuch as deſpiſe the Means, the Word and Gaſpel; 
As 1.3. 41. Behold, ye Deſpiſers ! he calls to them, there'is Hope. In'Rom 
10. they ſought him not, never minded him, never . pray! Eto, bim, yer 
he was found of them. 4. 'Nor thoſe that hate'Chriſt..agd Holinefss for - 
all of us do ſo by. GE Rom. 1. 30. Hmers nd wm ./ 5 fg ©:nc of tho 
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